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LIFELONG LEARNING AND EMPLOYABILITY 

Directorate for Learning and Assessment Programmes 

Educational Assessment Unit  
 

Annual Examinations for Secondary Schools 2020  

 

YEAR 11                SOCIAL STUDIES (General)  
 

Name: _____________________________________ Class: _______________ 
 

This examination paper consists of FOUR sections (A, B, C and D). Students 

must answer ALL sections.  Answers for section C and D should be written on 

a separate sheet of paper. The marks for each section appear between 

brackets.  

 

Section A: Fill in the blanks with the following words. 

Wasteserv quarries education air natural 

car-sharing compost pesticides locally recycle 

 

1. The three principles guiding the disposal of domestic waste are reduce, reuse and 

____________________.  

2. When we are speaking of sustainable development, we are referring to economic 

development without endangering ____________________ resources.   

3. Exhaust from cars and factories create ____________________  pollution.  

4. In order to reduce some of the negative effects of sea and air transport, one 

should purchase things made ____________________ and not from other 

countries. 

5. ____________________ from a very early age is important to adopt a more 

sustainable lifestyle.  

6. Nowadays, it is legally binding to dispose of construction waste in authorised 

____________________.  

7. ____________________ is the government agency responsible for waste 

disposal. 

8. ____________________ is a voluntary system whereby a number of people take 

turns to share their car to travel from one place to another.  

9. We can produce____________________from vegetables and fruit skins.  

10. Contamination of soil occurs when fertilizers, harmful ____________________ , 

lead, chemicals from fireworks or from industrial activity end up in it.  

(2x10=20 marks) 

S 
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Section B: Underline the correct answer.  

1. The concept of a European Union came about after 
a. the First World War 
b. the Second World War 

c. the Third World War 

 

2. The only directly elected European Union institution is 

a. the European Parliament 

b. the European Commission 

c. the Council of Ministers 

 

3. The European Commission is responsible for  

a. the Presidency of the Council 

b. proposing and implementing the laws of the European Union 

c. gathering the heads of member states 

 

4. The last elections for the European Parliament were held in 

a. January 2020 

b. February 2018 

c. May 2019 

 

5. The European Union is an economic and political partnership that includes  

a. 27 countries 

b. 28 countries 

c. 29 countries 

 

6. The European Parliament is located in  

a. London 

b. Rome 

c. Strasbourg 

 

7. ‘United in Diversity’ is the motto for the 

a. United Nations 

b. Commonwealth 

c. European Union 

 

8. One of the fundamental values of the European Union is 

a. respect for human dignity 

b. love for the family 

c. respect towards animals 

 

9. Every member state in the Eurozone 

a. can choose national symbols for the euro coins  

b. can hold European Parliamentary elections whenever it wants 

c. must use the lira 
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10. The six founding member states of the European Union are Belgium, West 

Germany, Italy, the Netherlands, Luxembourg and 

a. England 

b. France 

c. Malta 

(2x10=20 marks) 

 
 

Section C: Read the following passage and then answer ALL the 
questions on a separate paper. 

 
Tea, sugar, vanilla, tropical fruits, herbs, almonds, rice and cereals are among the food 

products that originate from developing countries and which we consume on a daily 

basis. The benefits which we enjoy are not shared with the workers of the developing 

countries from which they originate. Experts estimate that in these countries there are 

around 450 million families dependent on agriculture that cultivate two hectares or less. 

These families make up 2 billion people and together they represent approximately one 

third of humanity.  It is estimated that half the people who suffer hunger in the world, 

live in these families.   

One of the reasons why people in developing countries remain poor is because they 

don’t earn enough money for their work, when the price of their produce falls due to 

the law of demand and supply.  

Adapted from the booklet ‘Kieku l-ikel jitkellem’ (ed. Adrian Grima, Inizjamed) 2009 

 

1. Mention two other products, apart from those mentioned in the passage, that 

developed countries buy from developing countries. (2) 

2. The case mentioned in the passage refers to one of the effects of globalisation. 

Mention two other disadvantages of this phenomenon. (4) 

3. The problem referred to in the passage can be overcome by means of the principle 

of fair trade. What is fair trade? Mention three aims of fair trade. (8) 

4. What are transnational (multinational) companies? Give two examples of how 

these companies are increasing the effects of globalisation. (6) 

5. Why is work performed by minors not acceptable? Give three reasons. (6) 

6. One big problem of developing countries is poverty. Frequently, these countries 

have international debt. Why do you think this is happening? (3) 

7. Explain three ways how countries are becoming more interdependent because of 

globalisation. (6) 

 
 (35 marks) 
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Section D: On a separate paper, write an extended paragraph of 

around 130 words on ONE of the following. 

 

1. Discuss the advantages and disadvantages of Malta joining the European Union.  

2. What impact does the Maltese construction industry leave on the environment? 

3. Discuss the positive effects of globalisation. 

(25 marks) 

 

 
 (Total: 100 marks) 


